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Walpole's
.reply.

Kim by rifing hlmfelf, and with an animation and fpirit equal to t
had diftinguifhed Sir William Wyndham, {kid,

4C Sir, the meafures which the gentleman who '{poke laft,-aiid his Friends
may purfue, give me no uneafinefs. The friends of the ration, and the
houfe, are obliged to them for pulling off the rnaik, by making this public
declaration. We can be. upon our guard againft open rebellion, but
'tis difficult to guard againft fecret traitors* The fadion I fpeak of, never
fat in this houfe, they never joined in any public jtneafure of the govern-
ment^ hut ..with a view to diftrefs it, and ferve a popifli Intereft. The
gentleman who is .now the mouth of this fadion, was looked upon as the
head of thofe 'traitors., who, twenty-five years agos confpired the deftruftion"
of their-country, and of the royal 'family, to fet a popifli pretender upon the
throne. He was feifed by the vigilance of government, and pardoned by
its'clemency; but all the ufe.he ungratefully made of that clemency, lias
been to qualify himfelf according to laiv* that he and his party-may, fome
time or other, have an opportunity to overthrow all law.

" I am only afraid that they will not be fo good as their word* and that
they will return; for I remember that, in the cafe of their favourite pre-
late*, who was impeached of treafon,..the fame gentleman and his fadioa
made the fame refolution. They then went off like traitors as they were \
but their retreat had not the deteftable effed they expected and wiflied,
and therefore they returned. Ever Iince5 Sirf they have perfevered in the
farpe treasonable intention of ferving that intereft, by diftreffing the govern-
ment But I hope their behaviour will unite ail true friends of the pre-
lent happy eftablifhment of the crown in his majefty*$ perfon and family
more firmly than ever j and that the gentlemen whos with good intentions,
have been deluded into tthe like meafures, will awaken from their delufions
.fmce the trumpet -of rebellion is now audacioufly founded -}%n

The confeguence of this meafure was^ to the feceders- difappointmeht,. and
fpeedy repentance, to the. minifter fatisfadion and triumph* In fads they
had fcarcelj declared their refolution, before they faw .and appreciated the
impropriety and ill policy of the meafure, They even flattered themftlvea
with the hopes of being called back to 'their po'ftr* Several of the minority^
among whom were Sir John Barnard and lord 'Cornbury, .refufed to defcrt
their parliamentary ftations j and the applaufe which they received from
their conftituentss as well as from all moderate pQtfons3 was a tacit re-
on-the conduct of the others, In fad? the feceders feemednot ui>
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